THE   GERMAN   BLOOD-BATH

Strasser at Bamberg, he had betrayed Stennes in
Berlin, and he would betray Adolf too if the latter
were obstinate, for he knew that power was on the side
of the Reichswehr . . . But Hitler must realize that too
. . . Hitler would reflect, he had already reflected, he
would go back on his original intentions. Goebbels
was sure of it. Only one petty act of treachery would
be necessary, and the Minister of Propaganda cheer-
fully reconciled himself to it. What, after all, had he
promised Roehm? Nothing at all Roehm must be
sacrificed.

Adolf could not think with the rapidity of his
favourite of the moment, but he duly weighed up the
situation. One might again defer a decision, and await
the old President's death. An attack at this moment
might compromise the whole future. But that would
mean forgiving von Papen and company, tolerating
their audacity, their arrogance, their insubordination.
It would be madness for the S.A. to attempt to oppose
the Reichswehr and the police. Goering had betrayed
him. And after all, was he sure of the S.A.? Was he
sure of the brutal and exigent Roehm?

Roehm waited at Munich for the Fiihrer's orders,
which did not come, even after the Chancellor's visit
to Neudeck. All the newspapers said was that its
character was very formal.

What was happening? Goebbels* reports continued
to be optimistic, but Hitler's silence was disturbing all
the same. Roehm informed Adolf that it was essential
to hold a meeting of the S.A. leaders, and the Fiihrer's